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The other ways: 
Doomsaying and know-nothingism gets 

better headlines and work well for direct- 
mail fundraising . . . but a serious look at 
the data helps us to appreciate how far we’ve 
come, and helps us set priorities for the next 
generation of environmental activism. 

Whenever we hear a lot of 
doomsaying that we are doing very 
badly, the scorecard reports to us over-
all a different kind of story. The only 
place we are not making any improve-
ments at all is on the lands the Federal 
Government manages, not the land 
that is managed in the private sector. 

I ask unanimous consent the entire 
text of the press release be printed in 
the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

EARTH DAY IS CAUSE FOR CELEBRATION: 
ENVIRONMENTAL TRENDS MOSTLY POSITIVE 

(By Steven Hayward, with Michael De Alessi, 
Holly L. Fretwell, Brent Haglund, Joel 
Schwartz, Ryan Stowers, and Sam 
Thernstrom) 
SAN FRANCISCO.—The ninth annual Index of 

Leading Environmental Indicators, released 
today by the Pacific Research Institute and 
the American Enterprise Institute, shows 
that the environment continues to be Amer-
ica’s single greatest policy success. Environ-
mental quality has improved so much, in 
fact, that it is nearly impossible to paint a 
grim, gloom-and-doom picture anymore. 

Environmental quality is improving stead-
ily and in some cases dramatically in key 
areas: Average vehicle emissions are drop-
ping about 10 percent per year as the fleet 
turns over to inherently cleaner vehicles, in-
cluding modern SUVs; ninety-four percent of 
the population is served by water systems 
that have reported no violations of any 
health-based standards; there has been a 55- 
percent decline in toxic releases since 1988, 
even while total output of the industries cov-
ered by this measurement has increased 40 
percent; and despite most popular assump-
tions, U.S. air quality trends are found to be 
at least equal, if not slightly better, than in 
Europe. 

This year’s Index includes a list of the me-
dia’s best environmental reporting. Featured 
outlets include Boston Globe, Washington 
Post, Atlantic Monthly, New York Times, 
Los Angeles Times, The New Republic, and 
Wall Street Journal. 

There have also been notable improve-
ments in government reporting, with the 
EPA’s first-ever composite on national 
trends and state-based initiatives to improve 
water-quality monitoring. 

Private conservation efforts, such as 
Ducks Unlimited and the Peregrine Fund, 
and private water trusts have been highly 
successful. 

And recent findings in climate-change 
science also give reason for hope. Because 
the climate models have been based on 
flawed economic assumptions, there is even 
greater uncertainty now in the range of CO2 
emissions projections. This means the prog-
nosis is probably not as grim as conventional 
wisdom would have us believe. 

The Index shows that one of the few areas 
to show a decline in quality is that of public 
lands. While funding and land allotments 
have increased, quality has deteriorated by 
most significant measures. The root of the 
problem is an excess of political manage-
ment, and the answer can be found in inno-
vative solutions such as land trusts and re-
source leases. 

This year’s Index also includes a special 
section comparing air quality in the U.S. and 
Europe. 

‘‘Doomsaying and know-nothingism get 
better headlines and work well for direct- 
mail fundraising,’’ said lead author Steven 
Hayward, ‘‘but a serious look at the data 
helps us appreciate how far we’ve come, and 
helps set priorities for the next generation of 
environmental activism.’’ 

Mr. BURNS. Madam President, I 
yield the floor. I thank the Senator 
from Vermont. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont. 

f 

MARY MCGRORY 

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, as I 
came on the floor, I heard a discussion 
of several Senators about the passing 
of Mary McGrory. 

The distinguished senior Senator 
from Utah, who is now on the floor, and 
I were talking to editors and others at 
a press gathering in Washington this 
morning. I mentioned Mary McGrory 
at the beginning of that. 

When Marcelle and I first came to 
Washington, Mary was one of the first 
people we met. I always enjoyed my 
time with her. She was a great writer 
with searching questions, and did not 
suffer fools idly. She was very quick 
and very able in deflating those who 
had inflated themselves far beyond 
what they deserved. 

She also helped so many people. I re-
member the girl from an orphanage she 
helped, referring to her as ‘‘Mary 
McGlory.’’ Indeed, she has gone to her 
own glory now, but she made it pos-
sible for some others. 

She was a remarkable person, a re-
markable person who will not be 
matched. There will be many others 
who will carry the banner, but none 
will do it with her ability. 

I also liked the fact every time she 
would take a vacation in Italy she 
would come and chat with me about it. 
My mother’s family is still in Italy. We 
would discuss favorite recipes, notwith-
standing our Irish names. 

f 

EARTH DAY 

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, Earth 
Day usually marks the beginning of 
the President’s and his green team’s 
migration out to our Nation’s parks, 
forests, and wildlife refuges. 

Since this is an election year, I am 
sure they are ramping up their efforts 
to greenwash their environmental 
record with very nice photo ops. 

Greenwash, like whitewash, doesn’t 
stick. You have only to open the daily 
newspaper to see the laserlike focus 
the Bush administration has taken to 
rolling back our environmental laws, 
and while doing so rewarding special 
interests and corporate polluters. The 
starkest example is their outright as-
sault on the most bipartisan environ-
mental law of the 20th century, the 
Clean Air Act. I say bipartisan because 
leading Republicans and leading Demo-
crats across the political spectrum, in 
the House and in the Senate, came to-
gether to pass the Clean Air Act. My 

predecessor, the senior Senator from 
Vermont, Bob Stafford, was one of 
those leaders. 

You would think of all acts, one that 
would be put together by Republicans 
and Democrats would be safe from as-
sault by this Administration. That is 
not the case. 

By stealthy executive fiat, the Ad-
ministration has dismantled the Clean 
Air Act bit by bit to let polluting in-
dustries off the hook when it comes to 
cleaning up dirty coal-fired power-
plants that each year belch hundreds of 
thousands of tons of soot and toxic pol-
lutants—pollutants like mercury. 

The administration’s actions to re-
treat from strong mercury controls, to 
undermine current lawsuits against the 
biggest utility companies, and to allow 
new coal-fired powerplants to be built 
without the best controls amounts to a 
triple whammy for public health and 
the environment. 

We often speak about being family 
friendly in this body. How do we tell a 
pregnant mother or a parent with 
small children how family friendly it is 
to allow more mercury into our air and 
into our water and the fish we eat. 

When the Clean Air Act was passed, 
Congress gave coal-fired powerplants a 
grace period to either clean up or shut 
down. At the end of the Clinton admin-
istration, we were making real 
progress toward meeting that goal. 
States such as my State of Vermont, 
which have been the dumping ground 
for toxic pollutants like mercury for 
decades, were finally going to get some 
relief. But, unfortunately, the only 
people letting out a sigh of relief now 
are the CEOs and corporate attorneys 
in the boardrooms of multibillion dol-
lar energy companies. They are the 
only ones celebrating this Earth Day. 

Despite all of the administration’s 
public relations tactics, I believe the 
American people are catching on, and 
enough is enough. To date, this Admin-
istration has made well over 300 
rollbacks to our environmental protec-
tions. Think of that, three years in of-
fice and they have had 300 rollbacks of 
our environmental laws. 

There is certainly a lot about which 
the American people should be out-
raged. But I think it is important to 
take note of the strong bipartisan and 
growing outcry about the Administra-
tion’s latest retreat from the Clean Air 
Act in the form of its mercury pro-
posal. 

Senators SNOWE, JEFFORDS, DAYTON, 
and I were joined by 41 other Senators 
in calling on the administration to 
withdraw its mercury proposal. The 
concerns are building so swiftly they 
may soon reach critical mass. 

Look at this map. It gives some indi-
cation why the concerns are so great 
and why the objections are bipartisan. 

This is the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s own map: ‘‘Mercury Deposi-
tion in the United States.’’ 

This is the Canadian border along 
here. Look how the mercury, because 
they are willing to violate and allow 
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